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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School.  Several 
alumni have helped by providing information for this section along 
with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
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April 26, 1962 

April 26, 1962—NOTE:  Scott Hamilton and Wayne Hokenson were later killed 
fighting for us in Vietnam.  See two Special Sections on this Web Site, Tribute To 

Waggener Heroes Killed In Vietnam. 
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September 6,  1962 
Sabra Yerkes (62) 
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October 4, 1962 
Edited article 
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November 8, 1962 
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December 20, 1962 Jack Smith (61) 
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Memories of a year at Waggener resemble an accumulation of 
material for a scrapbook never quite started. Disconnected 
thoughts swirl through our minds: the solitary sound of a type-
writer far into the night; the breakthrough of suppressed ten-
sion in a resounding roar after the free throw is made; the close 
bonds of friend-ship that make a smile or a wave so much more 
significant than what is outwardly evidenced. 
 

It is the function of a yearbook to translate these events and 
characteristics into word and picture. Endeavoring to capture 
the vitality of student life in the past year, we have reproduced 
the things which, to our minds comprised the effort, subtleties, 
victories, disappointments, and spirit of Waggener 62 
 

This yearbook is the manifestation of the impressions of nine-
teen people; it is the best interpretation of 1961-62 we could 
conceive. Thus it is that we present the 962 LAIR with no res-
ervations whatsoever.                 PAULA GIVAN 
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon McCarthy Brunnhoeffer.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Top left:  David Neideffer, 
Top right:  Bob Howell 
 
Bottom left: Bruce Chang 
Bottom right:  Randy Alfred 
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.   

Our building sprawl defiantly over their five acres. 
 

Conciseness and practicality are hallmarks of Waggener’s design. 
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.   

The bonfire sparked the spirits of Waggener’s rooters as high tension mounted before the Eastern game.  By H. Harold 
Davis, Courier-Journal. 

Louisville:  A city of cultural achievement extending far beyond the hopes of our forefathers majestically presides over 
the wide Ohio. Bordered on three sides by rolling hills and fresh countryside its fourth is claimed by the river, an attraction 
of the South not often equaled. Boats line the docks adding specks of bright color to the view of those enjoying summers 
sunshine and the waters breeze. 
 
Just a block away from the rivers edge, unnoticed by most, is a rectangular stone signifying the beginning of Louisville. 
 
A little farther on the exterior is Main Street, a little shabby and old, but at one time the center of activities for the city 
folk. 
 
Statues of Daniel Boone and Abraham Lincoln, both so much a part of Kentucky’s history, look out ominously on their 
kingdoms. 
 
Cave Hill Cemetery is a most beautiful paradise, with quaint ponds and blooming bushes and trees covering the area in 
protection. 
 
Our smattering of colleges, our public buildings, our churches give an atmosphere of well-being to a growing metropolis. 
 
This is our home—our Louisville. 
 
St. Matthews:  Skirting mighty Louisville on its east side, this small but outstanding sub-city humbly stands, providing a 
well-rounded center of life for Waggenerites and our elders and juniors. 
 
In this fight little community are cities in themselves each satisfying a character type each a little different from the rest. 
 
Groups, perhaps gangs, form, unified by similar thought, and defy-defy anything for the sake of individuality. These 
groups develop, including only a selected few, but each soul can find its place in the maze. 
 
Each group participates in the race for supremacy—each favors and overpowers one, maybe a few, activities. Each inherits 
culture, the basis for a human system. 
 

Altogether, St. Matthews is the core, the center, the culture, the environment of these groups . . . us. 
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The Cool Age:  Newly developed phases of life brought along with the nation’s progress, appeared and enveloped modern 
ideas. Styles and characteristics were incorporated into the aloof teenage world. Signs of maturity were in evidence along 
with a certain sophistication enhanced by the subtle simplicity of youth. 
 
Clothes were costly this year—but then, clothes make the man. Corduroy and burlap aroused attention, if nothing else, 
while ski sweaters lent color and variety. Leather made an expensive showing in purses and belts. Boys appeared in khaki, 
pale blue, and olive. 
 
Kilts, knee socks, Villagers and McMullens survived the radical change from one year to another. Hemlines rose, reveal-
ing the beauty of feminine legs. French twists were frequently spotted. 
 
The Brothers Four took over the new Kingston Trios spotlight, but the Sultans remained on their same worshipped ped-
estal. 
 
The Twist rounds out the scene! storm-ing the world including parents! and rais-ing the heretofore criticized teenager to a 
post of feeling and originality which we had all along. 
 
Eyeing the World:  Change and intensity played havoc with the international, national and local scenes this year. Bomb 
shelters sprang up epidemic fashion as tension over megatons and fallout mounted. A new president tried his hand at our 
country’s reins. Smashing Republican victories ended more than a quarter-century of Democratic control of Louisville’s 
City Hall and Jefferson Countys Courthouse. 
 
A marked interest in the world outside Waggener was evidenced this year. Mush-rooming enthusiasm culminated in the 
formation of a very active World Affairs Club; questions of world-wide import formed the basis for discussions in the 
World Affairs Seminars and almost every social studies class. A record number of seniors studied International Relations. 
Up to date news was furnished daily by the Waggener World Watch broadcasts. Those of us who reached 18 took serious-
ly the responsibilities of voters, and school elections took on a new degree of fervor. 
 
It is one of the objectives of an educational institution to fashion well informed young citizens; Waggener in 1961-62 took 
great strides toward the ideal fulfillment of this goal. 
 
The Proverbial Salt Mine:  Five days a week, nine months a year, students trudge to seemingly endless school. Though 
the starting of the days work is a little slow and sleep-laden, the arrival at school awakens the groggy mind and another 
wonderful day has begun. 
 
The excitement aroused by the frantic cries of those not having their homework, the joyous glee in conversations concern-
ing last nights telephone call, the catch in a voice when a certain name is mentioned, reaches an uproarious peak. As day 
marches boldly on, gossip grows, grasping all in its clutches and leaving very little to be said. Sometimes it seems that 
extra-curricular activities do their best to undermine the curricular during the school day. 
 
As the last bell approaches its ringing time, clothes and faces become slightly tired and haggard and nerves a bit edgy, but 
still there is energy left waiting for the triumphal exit as school closes for the afternoon. 
 
Noise is predominant at this freedom, perhaps a means of letting off steam, perhaps a means of concealing an inner sad-
ness that some day all this will end. 
 
Generation in a Hurry:  Many things have been said about the generation of which we are a part; few of them are com-
plimentary. We were immortalized this year by a national magazine as lazy, offbeat, and strictly adherent to a “nothing to 
excess” philosophy. 
 
Few of our strongest critics, though, would deny one facet of us: ours is a generation that will be heard. Tired of apathy 
and platitudes, it has plunged itself into the sometimes slow, sometimes roller-coaster hectic search for knowledge-both of 
facts and of ourselves. No academic solitude can lull the youthful consciousness or coax complaisant attitudes; the twenti-
eth century march of life outstrips the written word’s half truth. 
 
Perhaps the most noticeable part of our generation is its variety—its members may leave a Go-Kart track for a get-together 
culminationing in a discussion of foreign policy. It is a generation of rushing-the daily rushes in the hall or toward the bus, 
and the farther reaching rush to make itself part of the world and the world part of it. 
 
The Good Life:  The good life is happiness and bliss and joy and sometimes maturing sorrow. The good life is a sunny 
day into which you walk and discover nature’s beauty. The good life is a picnic, first rollicking and energy-filled then qui-
et and moody as sleepy warmth covers the afternoon. The good life is swimming and tennis and golf and the old stand-by 
sportsmanship. The good life is reading a book under the old tree! the sun and leaves playing shadows on the words and 
the wind gently hurrying the turn of a page. The good life is the Ohio River and boating and sunning and wafer skiing and 
companionship. The good life is being with friends, for shared joy is twice the joy and shared sorrow is half the sorrow. At 
the climatic end the good life is a party, splendid and joyful and funny, yet sad. Whirling, dancing couples are rings of 
color, but are vague when compared to the friendly face you seek out and find in relaxed companionship. 

All this, and more, is the good life. 
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.   

Night Life Glistens, Glimmers, Glows:  Our surrounding community emits a resounding hum of life at night, beckoning 
all to join in the whirl. A mad life of dancing and singing, complemented by the quiet solitude of companionship, are to be 
found and enjoyed. 
 
The summer nights bring a carefree frolic as the earth cools, importing breezes from the river. A certain mystery and ro-
mance glow at the end of the days hubbub, and the usual swim or walk becomes a special golden moment. 
 
Though the winter nights strain for the carefree jaunts of summers warmth, there is a coziness and sense of well being ac-
companying the cold. The Big Boy is a little quieter and the dances a little less riotous, but a serenity prevails, giving the 
fun and revelry a necessary, happy rest. 

A Few Random Shots 
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A Few Random Shots 
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.   

 

Sherry Ross, Miss Waggener Paul Long, Mr. Waggener 

Allen Stiglitz, Miss Junior High Waggener John Geiser, Mr. Junior High Waggener 

Nancy Attix, Football Queen Leslie Kennedy, Basketball Queen  
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair & Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer .   
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.    Youth Speaks    Thespians 

 

 

Communication Media 
 

The publications of Waggener differ in theme, but 
are basically alike in their pursuit of worthwhile 
goals. Striving for the ultimate of achievement they 
inform the student body of the varied activities 
which are involved in our school. 
 
The Chit-Chat and Lair, respectively give month to 
month and year to year accounts of student life and 
academic achievements while Introspect provides a 
vehicle for those who are interested in creative writ-
ing. These three organizations are an integral part of 
Waggeners curricular and extracurricular programs. 
 
EDITOR               Paula Given 
BUSINESS MANAGER              Carol Rouse 
MANAGING EDITOR              Georgia Brucken 
ART AND COPY EDITOR            Jane Kiefer 
SENIOR EDITOR               Sue Stafford 
TREASURER                              Bob Fritsch 
ASSISTANT TREASURER Frank Thomas 
ADVERTISING MANAGER Chris Pugh 
ASSISTANT ADVERTISING MANAGER  
                                                          Marty Speer 
SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER Gaye Duncan 
ASSISTANT SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER 
                                            Kristy Hansen 
SPORTS EDITOR               Eddie Warren 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR Bruce Smith 
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR Jenipher Blee 
ORGANIZATIONS EDITORS John Koon 
    Barbara Shenson 
FACULTY EDITOR               Harry Geisberg 
FAVORITES EDITOR               Marti Wilde 
PHOTOGRAPHER               Jim Stevenson 
ADVISORS   Miss Irene Durham    Mr. Barney Reid 
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.    
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.    
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.    
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.    
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.    

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                     1962 

Courtesy of 1962 Lair.                  The Finest Seniors That Waggener Can Demand 

As we, the Class of 62, look back upon our years at Waggener, we feel pride in the varied accomplishments of 
our members, feel regret that we will no longer play an active part in school affairs, and feel nostalgic when we 
recall memories woven into the pattern of our high school years. Memories . . . don’t we all remember col-
lecting insects for biology, bonfire pep rallies, the Senior Play, College Boards, and the day we got our Senior 
rings? 
 

When we recall our days of youth we will remember, besides our individual experiences, the things we did 
together as a class. 
 

As Freshmen we were introduced to high school. There was a feeling of great excitement as we changed clas-
ses and became accustomed to high school ways for the first time. Although we elected no officers, our class 
developed a sense of loyalty to Waggener and our fellow classmates. The Freshman basketball team was rec-
ognized as the winner of the City title and runner-up in the County. Representing us on the junior varsity 
cheerleading squad were Elaine Bahe, Ann Haysley, and Peggy Kucen. 
 

In our Sophomore year we were led by these officers: Paul Keith, president; Bill Hinrichs, vice-president; Con-
ni Cory, secretary; Mike Skelton, treasurer; and Suzanne McKinstry, sergeant-at-arms. Leading the cheers for 
the jay-vees were Elaine Bahe, Marilyn Gordon, and Sherry Ross from our class. This was an important year 
since Waggener had at last become a senior high school with its first graduating class. 
 

We started our Junior year by electing these competent officers: Eddie Warren, president; Rudy Miller, vice-
president; Nancy Attix, secretary; and Jack Burrice treasurer. Because of the untiring contributions of Mrs. 
Kurtz and our executive board, all our efforts were real successes. The Junior Class-sponsored football dance, 
the basketball dance, and sock-hops were enjoyed by the entire school. 
 

During spring vacation, Washington D.C., was invaded by the Juniors of W.H.S. This class-sponsored trip was 
a memorable experience for all who went. 
 

Individuals of our class were honored by becoming members of Beta Club, National Honor Society, Quill and 
Scroll, and Thespians, and participating in Youth Speaks. On the varsity cheerleading squad were Marilyn 
Gordon Peggy Kucen, and Sherry Ross. 
 

One particular class function will not be forgotten by anyone. The picnic at Hogans Fountain was our final 
fling while juniors. How can we forget the softball game, being thrown into the fountain, and the rockin music 
From our boys? 
 

A climax to our wonderful Junior year was the impressive ring ceremony, where we received our hard-won 
symbols of achievement—our Senior rings. Here we first sang our class song together. This song, composed 
by a group of students, has brought an unquestionable unity to our class. 
 

Our class suffered a great loss when the life of Bill Hinrichs was so tragically taken. Bill brought honor to the 
class and the school both scholastically and athletically. He was a very outstanding person, not soon to be for-
gotten. 
 

We understand death for the first time when He puts His hand upon the one we love”           Mad. De Stael 
 

When we returned to school, we elected officers to lead us in our last year at Waggener. Eddie Warren was re-
elected president by a great majority, and the following were elected to support him: Jim Brunhoeffer, vice-
president; Betty Talbott, secretary; and Jack Burrice, treasurer. 
 

We were very proud when it was announced that our class had set a new record of academic achievement. 
Nineteen seniors qualified as National Merit semi-finalists the largest number in the state. 
 

Representing us as cheerleaders were Marilyn Gordon, Leslie Kennedy and captain Sherry Ross. We were 
honored to have Paul Long and Sherry Ross chosen from our class as Mr. and Miss Waggener. 
 

Our Senior Play, Beauty and the Beef was a great success after much work by two separate casts. Our second 
money-making project was the Vaudeville. The plans for the Senior Prom are extremely exciting with the in-
tentions that it will be the best a senior class has ever seen. 
 

We view graduation with anticipation for it is the crown we have earned for our years of hard work. But we 
view it also with reluctance for it closes a chapter of our lives filled with many warm, happy memories. 
 

The Future with all its opportunities lies ahead for the Class of ‘62. May we find the happiness and success in 
the future that we have found in the past. 
 
BETTY TALBOTT 
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Courtesy of 1962 Lair.                     Advertising in Lair 
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer:    
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer:    
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Courtesy Your Jefferson County Schools, March 1962:     

October, 1962 
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer:    
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer:    

Powder Puff Derby  Class of ‘62 
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer:    
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Courtesy of Marilyn Gordon (McCarthy) Brunnhoeffer:    
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 
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Courtesy of Larry Myers (60): 

March 1962, Back, Jack Rague, ben Averitt, teacher 
Front, Tom Cravens, Peggy Barrows, Myrta Baxter, Sidney Morris 

Roger Rose, Waggener High class of 1963 


